
OLVER ANNOUNCES "MUSEUMS FOR AMERICA" GRANT FOR NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM
July 28, 2006

  
        WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $231,000 for Western Massachusetts Enterprise Fund (WMEF) in Greenfield.

    The funding was included in the fiscal year 2008 Financial Services Appropriations bill, which was approved by the House on June 28. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and secured the funding.

    "Western Mass Enterprise Fund provides much needed capital in the region to develop and strengthen small businesses," Congressman John Olver said.  "This funding will go a long way towards helping WMEF fulfill their mission of strengthening communities by creating economic opportunities for low and moderate income people in western and central Massachusetts."

  The funding will be used to support the WMEF business lending program by providing financing and technical assistance to emerging small businesses throughout the region.

  Chris Sikes, Executive Director, WMEF, said, "This grant will allow the enterprise fund to go much more deeply into the western Mass. community to provide the type of financing that's not available to people who need it most. Congressman Olver is the longest term supporter of the enterprise fund going back to 1985 as a state senator when he supported the foundation of the Rural Enterprise Fund which later became the Western Mass Enterprise Fund. We're grateful to him for his good work and his commitment to economic development in western Mass."

    The Western Massachusetts Enterprise Fund provides financing and technical assistance to entrepreneurs and small businesses in the five counties of western Massachusetts. Since its founding in 1987, WMEF has provided financing to more than 325 small businesses and technical assistance to hundreds of entrepreneurs and firms in the region.

  For additional information, contact Chris Sikes of WMEF at 413-522-5999.             
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